2|

M—‘ SOUTH FLORIDA BUSINESS JOURNAL |5

TIMATE CEQO awarps
207 1

Y1 [ il Cohen believes vision is the defining
L] ‘ l y characteristic of today’s effective CEQ,
- Sy The executive needs "a clear vision and
( { ) H l-' \ be able to lead, foster and inspire others
: = to align their goals with that vision,
Cahen runs Cypress Financial Group
Managing Director, Cypress Financial Groug with the deep expertise and assistance
www.cypressfinancialgroup.com of his tearn. Part sounding board, part touchstone,
5900 N. Andrews Ave., Suite 900, . theyback his efforts to drive the company.
Fort Landerdale 33309 : “They keep me focused on my vision for the firm
(954) 3315111 and encourage me to delegate; he says. "My team has
geohen@metlife.com many strengths that pick up where I fall short”
Founded locally in 2004, today Cypress Financial
e Group is an office of MetLife that was awarded the
Bmlzll:eil-;}:*s {;&HIE 2010 MetLife Firm of the Year and Individual Distribu-
s A tion Firm of the Year.
o Ritmnatme S il povetiy GAMA International honored it with the 2010 Mas-
: ter Agency Award, an award given to firms achieving
PERSOMAL NOTE commission levels in the top 125 in the world. Today,
* Cohen was born and raised in Israel, served the firm has 350 employees.
in the lsraeli air force and came to the US. Cohen believes his approach to leadership taps
with the security department for El Al and the three important attributes: humility, attitude and
General Consulate of Israel in Miami perseverance, Successful executives should "always

stay humble and remember where you came from,

possess the right attitude — as it impacts work, per-
tormance and relationships — and be willing to en-

dure and overcome difficulties, and have the deter-
mination to find solutions.

“To be a good leader has more to do with the type of
experience and what you have learned from it, rather
than how many birthdays you have celebrated,” Cohen
says. “You enly fail when you stop trying. Although
most want to live on the top of the mountain, real
growth occurs while climbing;




